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Vita Mercurio

FEB 24, 1939 - DEC 9, 2023

C elebrating the life of Vita Olekhnovitch Mercurio

Vita was born on February 24, 1939 in the town of Mazara del Vallo, Sicily. She was the youngest
of three children born to Anna Giacolone and Guilio P. Olekhnovitch. She lived in Mazara until
she was ten years old when she and her family immigrated to America. They settled in Little Italy
in San Diego where many of her relatives lived. She attended school there and later graduated
from San Diego High. Remarkably, Vita learned to speak English during her first summer in the
US by interacting with all her cousins. In 1959, she met the love of her life Bernard “Ben”
Mercurio and they were married on March 27, 1960 at Our Lady of the Rosary in downtown San
Diego in Little Italy. She lived with her husband and four children Fred, Tommy, Kira, and Marla
for many years on Mount Helix. They moved to the bountiful Imperial Valley in 1974. Vita always
had a very deep love for her family and enjoyed homemaking and cooking her favorite meals for
them and serving them for big family gatherings. Christmas was her favorite holiday where she
would make her homemade bread and candies, but she was renowned for her homemade
raviolis. She was a long-standing member of Christ Community Church, El Centro and Calvary
Chapel. She was a member of the Women’s 10,000 Club of El Centro and Doves Charity Imperial
Valley. She also enjoyed playing bridge with friends. She is survived by her husband Bernard, son
Fred (Stephanie), daughters Kira and Marla (Larry); her brother Tony Olekhnovitch;
grandchildren Viana, Sabrina, Tommy, Amia and Dominic; and great-grandchildren Blake and
Bella along with numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. She was Ben’s love of his life and he was
hers. They were three months shy of celebrating their 64th wedding anniversary. She loved all her
children and grandchildren with all of her heart and served her whole family diligently and
graciously with her unending love and constant wide smile. She was generous to all she met and
made an impression for her zeal for life, which was her namesake, Vita which means “Life.” She
will be greatly missed by all who knew her and loved her.
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Visitation

ﬁ Thursday, December 28,2023
(© 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM PT

@ Garden Chapel at Greenwood
4300 Imperial Ave., San Diego CA 92113

FUNERAL SERVICE

ﬁ Thursday, December 28,2023
(O 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM PT

@ Garden Chapel at Greenwood
4300 Imperial Ave., San Diego CA 92113

Committal Service

ﬁ Thursday, December 28,2023
(® 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM PT

(© Holy Cross Cemetery
4470 Hilltop Drive, San Diego CA 92139

CemeteryDetails

(© Holy Cross Cemetery
4470 Hilltop Drive, San Diego CA 92139
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7059012,-117.1030815
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7059012,-117.1030815
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7154724,-117.0985765
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7154724,-117.0985765

Tribute Wall Vita Mercurio

FEB 24,1939 - DEC 9, 2023

Joan K. Ogelsby posted:

Dear Mercurio family, My family had been close friends with the senior Mercurios when we lived
on Mt, Helix and | was honored to have been a bridesmaid in Benny and Vita's wedding. | was
grateful, a few years ago, to have had an opportunity to speak to Vita and catch up a bit with the
family. My warmest condolences to all, Joan Kapsala Ogelsby

August 3 at 7117 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Vita by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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